'Strawberry Festival' is a short-day cultivar. The vigorous plant tends to produce numerous runners if planted in early October in central Florida. Average petiole length is 120 mm. Average length and breadth of leaflets is 78 and 73 mm for terminal leaflets, respectively, and 69 and 72 mm, respectively, for secondary leaflets. Leaflet mar-Received for publication 3 Jan. 2000. Accepted for publication 31 May 2000. Florida Agricultural Experiment Station Journal Series no. R-07298. The cost of publishing this paper was defrayed in part by the payment of page charges. Under postal regulations, this paper therefore must be hereby marked advertisement solely to indicate this fact. Most of the strawberries (Fragaria ×ananassa Duchesne) produced in Florida are shipped fresh to locations throughout the eastern United States and Canada (Florida Agricultural Statistics [www.nass.usda.gov/ fl] ). Therefore, Florida growers need cultivars that produce fruit that are attractive and flavorful, and maintain these qualities during and after long-distance shipment. 'Strawberry Festival' strawberry has produced commercially acceptable yields of firm, attractive, and flavorful fruit in trials at the Univ. of Florida's Gulf Coast Research and Education Center in Dover (GCREC-Dover) and in two commercial fields in west central Florida. It is recommended for trial in areas where strawberries are grown in the annual hill plasticulture system. The clone was named 'Strawberry Festival' in recognition of the Florida Strawberry Festival ® , an annual festival in Plant City that celebrates the abundant crop of berries harvested in eastern Hillsborough County during late February and early March.
Origin 'Strawberry Festival' originated from a 1995 cross between 'Rosa Linda' (Chandler et al., 1997b) and 'Oso Grande' (U.S. plant patent no. 6578). 'Rosa Linda', a 1996 release from the Florida Agricultural Experiment Station, was used as a parent because of its high early season yield potential and its desirable fruit shape. 'Oso Grande', a Univ. of California cultivar, was used as a parent because of its ability to produce large, firm fruit. The original plant of 'Strawberry Festival' was selected in 1995 from a field nursery at GCREC-Dover. 'Strawberry Festival', tested as selection FL 95-41, has been evaluated in replicated plot trials at this location and in observational trials for 2 years at the Univ. of Florida's Suwannee Valley Research and Education Center, Live Oak, in north central Florida. Replicated plot trials were limited to only one location in Florida because most of Florida's 2500 ha of strawberries are within a 30-km radius of the Dover center. Strawberries in Florida are grown using the annual hill cultural system (Hancock, 1999) . In the trials at GCREC- gins are crenate and average 21 serrations per terminal leaflet, and 26 per secondary leaflet. The fruit is attached to long pedicels; those of mature primary fruit are 188 to 240 mm long, with branching of the inflorescence usually occurring close to the crown. 'Strawberry Festival' has a mean fruit weight similar to that of 'Sweet Charlie' (Chandler et al., 1997) , currently one of the major cultivars grown in west central Florida (Table 1) . The fruit are mostly conic in shape (Fig. 1) . The external color of fully mature fruit is deep red and glossy; internal color is bright red (188 and 179, respectively, in the Pantone ® Color Formula Guide). These colors match those of 'Camarosa' (U.S. plant no. 8708), currently a major cultivar in Florida, California, and other annual hill growing areas. The calyx is large and showy. Fruit of 'Strawberry Festival' have a very firm texture and excellent flavor ( Table 2) .
In trials at GCREC-Dover, 'Strawberry Festival' produced total marketable yields as high or higher than those of 'Sweet Charlie'; yields were as high as those of 'Camarosa' in 1997-98, but not as high as those of 'Camarosa' in 1998-99 and 1999-00 (Table  1 ). In two commercial fields in the Dover/ Plant City area in 1999-00, 'Strawberry Festival' had a fruiting pattern and yield similar to those of 'Camarosa'. In the observational plots at Live Oak, 'Strawberry Festival' was less vigorous and had lower fruit yields than 'Camarosa', but has been more vigorous and had higher fruit yields than 'Sweet Charlie' (R.C. Hochmuth, personal communication).
'Strawberry Festival' is susceptible to anthracnose fruit rot (caused by Colletotrichum acutatum Simmonds), Colletotrichum crown rot (caused by Colletotrichum gloeosporodies Penz.), and angular leaf spot (caused by Xanthomonas fragariae Kennedy & King); therefore we recommend that fruit growers choose their transplant source carefully to avoid starting with infected plants. 'Strawberry Festival' appears to be less susceptible than 'Sweet Charlie' to botrytis fruit rot (caused by Botrytis cinerea Pers. ex Fr.) and less susceptible than 'Camarosa' to powdery mildew (caused by Sphaerotheca macularis [Wallr. ex Fr.] Jacz. f. sp. fragariae). 'Strawberry Festival's relative susceptibility to the twospotted spider mite (Tetranychus urtricae Koch) is unknown, but a serious infestation has not yet been observed in research center or commercial plantings.
Availability
The Florida Agricultural Experiment Station at the Univ. of Florida's Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences has applied for a U.S. plant patent on 'Strawberry Festival', and this cultivar has been uniquely characterized using a set of oligonucleotide DNA primers in randomly amplified polymorphic DNA (RAPD) analysis. 'Strawberry Festival' is licensed to the Florida Strawberry Growers Association by Florida Foundation Seed Producers. Information on nurseries sublicensed to propagated 'Strawberry Festival' can be obtained from the Florida Strawberry Growers Association, P.O. Drawer 2550, Plant City, FL 33564.
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